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Hola Mohalla - Rajan Khanna, Mumbai

Introduction -An enlightened person has nilgrimage centers of the Sikhs it has been
identification. Their values are universal and ireverently callednandpur Sahib. It will not be
tune with the timeless state of existence. Thisit of place here to mention that it was at
timeless state of existence can be given any naf@ndpur that on Baisakhi of 1699, Guru Gobind
like Akal Purukh, God, Raam, Rahim, HariSingh carried out the supreme task of creating
Parmaatma etc. But these names point to the Khalsa. It was here that the Guru announced
same ultimate truth. Itis useless to worship aifye baptism of the Panj Piare and inaugurated
name unless it becomes your own experiencidie Khalsa, or the brotherhood of the holy
Hola Mahalla or simply Hola is a Sikhsoldiers who would henceforth be distinguished
festival, which takes place on the first of the lun&ly five symbols all beginning with the letter “K”
month of Chet, which usually falls in March. Thigiz. kesh (uncut hair), kangha (comb), kachcha
follows the Hindu festival of Holi; Hola is the(pair of shorts), kara (steel bracelet) and kirpan
masculine form of the feminine sounding Holisword). Sikhs were further instructed to live to
Mahalia, derived from thdrabic root hal the highest ethical standards, and to be always
(alighting, descending), is a Punjabi word th&gady to fight tyranny and injustice.
implies an organized procession in the form of Having been the abode of the last two Sikh
an army column accompanied by war drums afdirus for two score years, the town was witness
standard-bearers, and proceeding to a givienmany momentous events of Sikh history
location or moving in state from one Gurdwar&cluding the Hola Mahalla festival, which is an
to another annual feature. The festival has now lost much
This custom originated in the time of Guref its original military significance, but Sikhs in
Gobind Singh (1666-1708) who held the firdarge numbers still assemblefaiandpur Sahib
march afAnandpur on Chet vadi 1, 1757 Blon this day and an impressive and colorful
(22nd February1701). Unlike Holi, when procession is taken out in which the Nihangs, in
people playfully sprinkle colpdry or mixed in their traditional panoplyorm the vanguard while
water on each other the Guru made Holparading their skill in the use of arms,
Mahalla an occasion for the Sikhs to demonstrétersemanship, tent-pegging, and other war-like
their martial skills in simulated battles. This wasports.
prot_)ably do_ne for_estalling a grim_mer struggldolla Mahalla festival -The festival has
against the imperial power following the battiiow lost much of its original military significance,
of Ninnohgarh in 1700. Holla Mahalla becamg,t Sikhs in large numbers still assemble at

an annual event held in an open ground n - : . .
Holgarh Fort across the rivulet Charan Gan(‘:?;gH andpur Sahib on this day and an impressive

northwest to the town éinandpur sahib. hd c_olourfu! proc_essio_r_l 's taken outin which
Anandpur Sahib-Literally the City of Bliss, the Nihangs, n thelrtra_ldltlonql pa_nqply formthe
Anandpur is situated on one of the lower spuY@nguard while parading their skillin the use of
of the Shiwalik Hills in Ropar District of Punjabarms, horsemanship, tent-pegging, and other
and is well connected with the rest of the countwar-like sports.

both by road and rail. It lies 31 Kms north of ~ Warlike sports of the Nihangs -
Rupnagar (Ropar) and 29 Kms south of Nangaliginally known asAkalis, the Nihngas or
Township. Being one of the supremely importaRfihang Singhs are endearingly designated as
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Guru’'s Knights or the Gurg’belovedThey still  sovereign himself.
carry the military ambience and heroic style that  The Nihangs are today divided into several
was cultivated during the lifetime of Guru Gobindroups, each with its own Chaoni (cantonment),
Singh. Nihangs constitute a distinctive orddut they are loosely organized into two Dals
among the Sikhs and are readily recognized {grces) - Buddha Dal and tharuna DalThese
their dark blue loose apparel and their ampleames were initially given to the two sections
peaked turbans festooned with quoits, insignigo which the Khalsa army was divided in 1733.
of the Khalsa and rosaries, all made of steBluddha Dal has its Chaoniklvandi Sabo in
They are always armed, and are usually seimatinda District, while the main Chaoni of the
mounted heavily laden with weapons such @&aruna Dal Nihangs is at Baba Bakala. in
swords, daggers, spears, rifles, shotguns, adritsar District.
pistols. Nihang Singhs in their traditional martial
The word Nihang can be traced back wostumes, demonstrate their skills in fencing,
Persian nihang (alligatsword) or to Sanskrit horse riding and shooting.
nishanka (fearless, carefree). In the former sense, The week long festival of Hola Mahalla
it seems to refer to the reckless courage membmyacludes at Gurdwara Holgarh Sahib (which
of this order displayed in battle. In Guru Gobinstands on the site of Holgarh Fort), one and half
Singhs writing,Var Sri Bhagauti Ji 47, it is usecKm northwest of town across the Charan Ganga
for swordsmen warriors of the vanguardivulet. It was here that Guru Gobind Singh
Whatever may be the origin the word Nihang,ittroduced in the spring of 1701 the celebration
signifies the characteristic qualities of thef Holla on the day following the Hindu festival
clan- their freedom from fear of danger or deatbt Holi . Unlike the playful sprinkling of colors
readiness for action and non-attachment &s is done during Holi, the Guru made Holla an
worldly possessions. During the eighteentitcasion to demonstrate skills in simulated battle,
century one of the confederate armies of thghich is presently carried out by the Nihangs.
Dal Khalsa, constituted of the Nishanvaliamisl The Nihangs assemble in thousands at
chief, Naina Singh, whose style of tightly tiedhnandpur Sahib in March every year to
tall turban with a dumala gained currency aralebrate Hola Mahalla. On this occasion they
those who adopted were calkskhli Nihangs. hold tournaments of military skills, including
The self-discipline and privilege they gainethock battles. The most spectacular event at the
of convening atkal Takht general assembliedHola Mahalla is the magnificent procession of
of the Khalsa, brought the Nihangs intdlihangs on horses and elephants and on foot
importance far out of proportion to their numbersarrying a variety of traditional and modern
or political authorityIn the time of Maharaja weapons and demonstrating their skill in using
Ranijit Singh (1780-1839), tiékali Nihangs them. The Hola Mahalla festival is unique and
maintained their independent existence. Thelistinguishable from other festivals in that the
leader Phoola Singh Nihang, then custodianiihang have tried to preserve the traditional form
theAkal Takht, was the voice of the religiousnd content as established during its inception,
and the moral conscience of the State, andaat strictly observed by tAéalis for more than
times he even censured and chastised these centuries.
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Braham Gyani Baba Buddha Ji & Prampujya Mata Ganga Ji

One day Mata Ganga Ji did a request (benti) Mata Ji immediately started serving the
to her husband Shri Guru Arjan Dev Ji, that just asngar to Baba Buddha Ji. Whilst eating Baba Ji
they bless the sangat with everything they wantegeicked up a onion and smacked in on the ground
could they not bless her with a child. and said “that just like | have smashed this onion,

Although Shri Guru Arjan Dev Ji were theyou will have a son that will smash the heads of
Guru themselves they replied to Mata Ganga Ji thgtants”
if she wants anything she should do the seva of a On hearing this Mata ganga Ji was very happy.
great Gursikh. The moral of the story (Sakhi) is that today if

Mata Ganga Ji thought the greatest Gursikke were to do Guru Ji's or the sadhsangats seva in
she knew was “ Braham Gyani Baba Buddha Ji” hlee same way Mata Ji did (without ego we too would
was very wise as he had been doing seva since ltleeblessed by Waheguru)

time of Sri Guru Nanak Dev Ji. -S. Kulwant Singh Sachdeva
The next day Mata ji got her servants to Member State Minority Commission
prepare a great feast of several dishes, she got Rank State Minister-M.P. Govt. &

dressed in very expensive beautiful clothes, she got \j p. state President-Rashrity Sikh Sangat

together a band of musicians, and they marched to

where Baba Buddha Ji was, Mata Jee was riding R E

a horse, everyone else was walking. ag |g. ’ 2 % 3“”é| q %
However, when Baba Buddha Jee saw this rojal W

pump, they turned their head away from Mata Ganpa

It 1971 3faeR ¥ fomen fSen g=me &t

this had happened, they explained to her that w T g Y AR ST ATl Jew

you are blessed with any kind of seva, you must ff& it 1 9291 99 qen e faam

!t with humilr:t_y.hYolu mUStCI;OS; yl\(l)utr -egt(;and do IV grreamst =9 Forard fyys =1 TR B T

in a way which pleases God. Not in the way . .

might like to. T WS FAl WA A S e |
Mata ganga Ji was a very blessed person e 1 ST W B € B Wed w2

she recognised what Guru Ji was trying to tea o e da g s @ off T8

her. So the next day she woke up at Amrit Vel ‘E@ o ST R S T e

had a bath and wore simple clothing with n ;
jewellery or make up. She made a very simp@a g1 RO e W H IR Em

langar of roti and saag for Baba Buddha Ji. Frofffe= R IW® &F § e sHad faumes

the moment she woke up she recited SATNAAN G e Rl ?ﬁ | § o fafg o f?hﬂ

WAHEGURU and did not speak a word to anyong. St S gfferf
She then left carrying the langar by herse fﬂﬁq Rl W BT SHT

for the place where Baba Buddha Ji was. ! TR TRt L oft, I8 3kt e
Once Baba Buddha Jee saw Mata ganga {37 €} aftomg o S9eh! 91eMT 1 Tk 01 9

bringing the Langar in this way, he ran toward  ft -
her and said “Oh Mother, | am so happy you ha Sgﬁ i e sme & =il H w1

When Mata Ji asked Guru Arjan Dev Ji, wh

brought food, | cannot wait to eat the langar cookgdld ¥UTH| RIS IEEE ]
by your dear hands. T TR Hied, U fae |a
T SR (AR ) P13} et 2010
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Withdraw Secretary Level Talks with Pakistan Unless Security of
Sikhs and Hindus is Guaranteed by Pakistan's Government
-Bakshi Pramjeet Singh

Baskshi Paramijit Singh, President- and Hindus is guaranteed by Pakistani
Sikh Brotherhood International and Government in their country. He said
Senior leader of Shiromani Akali Dal that if the Pakistani Government fails to
(Badal) has expressed anguish andget Sikh hostages released, India should
outrage over the beheading of three ban the entry of Pakistani Hockey team
innocent Sikhs (Shahid Jaspal Singhalso in the coming Hockey world Cup
and His two nephews) by Taliban in being hosted by us.

Pakistan for not converting to Islam. He said that not only Sikhs and
Terming them as the GREATHIndus but entire country is outraged by
MARTYRS, Bakshi Paramijit Singh saidhis incident and they are anxiously
that by sacrificing their lives for theirawaiting the response of Government of
faith they have followed the highindia headed by a devout Sikh Prime
standards set by Sikh Gurus-Guru TedWinister Manmohan Singh. He said that
Bahadur and Guru Gobind Singh. this is the time when Prime Minister

Addressing a press conference iManmohan Singh should get-up and
Delhi on this subject, Bakshi Pramjiprove that he is not a dummy and can
Singh said that as per his knowledge 28Botect the interests of his community not
Sikhs are still being held hostage bgnly in India but in Pakistan as well.
Taliban. He demanded that Government Expressing solidarity with Sikh and
of India must ensure safe and secukindu community in Pakistan, Bakshi
return of all the Sikh Hostages at thBaramjit Singh assured that they will
earliest. he said that in view of sensitivitleave not stone unturned to raise this
of this issue Government of India mugssue at National and International level.
inform its citizens what steps they havBeploring poor track record of Human
taken in this regard and what theiRights in Pakistan, he asked Government
counterparts in Pakistan are doing. of India to raise this issue with United

Expressing anguish over calloudlations also to highlight the plight of
attitude of Government of India oveSikhs and Hindu minorities in Pakistan
security concerns of Sikhs and Hinduat international level. He said that this
in Pakistan, Bakshi Paramjit Singhs the third such incident in last five
demanded that Government of Indimonths and if India and international
should shelve Secretary level talks withommunity does not wake up now,
Pakistan till all the Sikh hostage aré&aliban will annihilate all the minorities
released and safety and security of Sikin their area of dominance.
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